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All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe

and in the smallest of your creatures.

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,

hat we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,

so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,

to recognize that we are profoundly united

with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle

for justice, love and peace.



SCHEDULE
6:30 PM-8:00 PM

August 11 – Introduction (nos. 1-16) 

August 18 – Chapters 1-3 (nos. 17-136)

August 25 – Chapters 4-6 (nos. 137-245)



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals

3.The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

4.Common Themes 

5.The Outline of the Text

6.Nos. 1-16



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?



1.What is an Encyclical?

• A Circular Letter to be spread throughout the community.

• Usually addressed to Bishops of a certain country, to all 

bishops, to all clergy, to all faithful, to all people of good 

will.

• One of the highest forms of communication by the pope.

• Deals with some aspect of Church teaching or some 

general concern.

• There have been 289 encyclicals since 1740, most written 

to bishops of countries.  

• The weight of this teaching – It is not the way the pope 

speaks infallibly.  It make contain infallible teaching.  

Catholics are to give it serious consideration and religious 

assent.



• The weight of this teaching

Pope teaches in matter of faith and morals

Use of Science – Controversial

Causes of Global Warming

Understanding of Economics 

Accused of being a socialist 

While the faithful can disagree on matters of science and policy, 

Cannot disagree with the basic principles that we have to take 

care of the environment and the poor.

Must consider the call from the Pope to see how our treatment of 

the environment impacts the poor.

Human beings are the stewards of creation.



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals



2. Catholic Social Encyclicals

1. Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Labor) -- Pope Leo XIII, 1891 

2. Quadragesimo Anno (After Forty Years) -- Pope Pius XI, 1931

3. Mater et Magistra (Christianity and Social Progress) -- Pope John XXIII, 1961

4. Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) -- Pope John XXIII, 1963

5. Populorum Progressio (On the Development of Peoples) -- Pope Paul VI, 1967

6. Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) -- Pope John Paul II, 1981
7. Solicitudo Rei Socialis (On Social Concern) -- Pope John Paul II, 1987

8. Centesimus Annus (The Hundredth Year) -- Pope John Paul II, 1991

9. Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love) -- Pope Benedict XVI, 2005

10. Caritas in Veritate (Love in Truth) --Pope Benedict XVI, 2009
11. Lautato Si’ (On Care for our Common Home – Pope Francis, 2015

Gaudium et Spes from the Vatican II

Other Apostolic Letters

Catholic social teaching is the body of doctrine developed by the Catholic Church on matters 

of social justice, involving issues of poverty and wealth, economics, social organization and the role 

of the state.



2. Catholic Social Encyclicals

It is my hope that this Encyclical 

Letter, which is now added to the 

body of the Church’s social 

teaching, can help us to 

acknowledge the appeal, immensity 

and urgency of the challenge we 
face (15)



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals

3.The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’



3. The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

The 2nd Encyclical by Pope Francis –
The first one, Lumen Fidei, 2013, was written largely by Pope Benedict and completed by Pope Francis



3. The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

The 2nd Encyclical by Pope Francis –
The first one, Lumen Fidei, 2013, was written largely by Pope Benedict and completed by Pope Francis

Unusual Sources for an Encyclical – Looking at the footnotes



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements



National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

• USCCB Documents

• One from the Canadian Conference

• Two from the Germans

• One from the Portuguese

21 references from the environmental Documents

5 From North America and Europe

16 from Latin America, Africa, Asia, Oceania.

He worked on some of these documents when he 

was archbishop.



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church



Eastern Church

7. These statements of the Popes echo the reflections of numerous scientists, philosophers, 

theologians and civic groups, all of which have enriched the Church’s thinking on these 

questions. Outside the Catholic Church, other Churches and Christian communities – and other 

religions as well – have expressed deep concern and offered valuable reflections on issues which 

all of us find disturbing. To give just one striking example, I would mention the statements made 

by the beloved Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, with whom we share the hope of full 

ecclesial communion.

8. Patriarch Bartholomew has spoken in particular of the need for each of us to repent of the 

ways we have harmed the planet, for “inasmuch as we all generate small ecological damage”, 

we are called to acknowledge “our contribution, smaller or greater, to the disfigurement and 

destruction of creation”. He has repeatedly stated this firmly and persuasively, challenging us to 

acknowledge our sins against creation: ….

9. At the same time, Bartholomew has drawn attention to the ethical and spiritual roots of 

environmental problems, which require that we look for solutions not only in technology but in a 

change of humanity; otherwise we would be dealing merely with symptoms. ….

Bartholomew, 270th Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch, is spiritual 

leader to 300 million Orthodox Christians throughout the world.



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church

3.Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic



Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic
Sufism, mystical Islamic belief and practice in which Muslims seek to find the truth of divine 

love and knowledge through direct personal experience of God.  

Considered the inner mystical dimension of Islam.

Ali-al-Khawas – 9th century mystical Muslim.  Footnote 159

233. The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a mystical meaning to be 

found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, in a poor person’s face.[159] The ideal is not only to 

pass from the exterior to the interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also to discover God 

in all things. Saint Bonaventure teaches us that “contemplation deepens the more we feel the working 

of God’s grace within our hearts, and the better we learn to encounter God in creatures outside 

ourselves”.[160]

[159] The spiritual writer Ali al-Khawas stresses from his own experience the need not to put too much distance between the 

creatures of the world and the interior experience of God. As he puts it: “Prejudice should not have us criticize those who seek

ecstasy in music or poetry. There is a subtle mystery in each of the movements and sounds of this world. The initiate will 

capture what is being said when the wind blows, the trees sway, water flows, flies buzz, doors creak, birds sing, or in the sound 

of strings or flutes, the sighs of the sick, the groans of the afflicted...” (EVA DE VITRAY-MEYEROVITCH [ed.], Anthologie du 

soufisme, Paris 1978, 200).



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church

3.Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic

4.Secular Sources



Secular Sources

Rio Declaration from 1992
The United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development

Met in Rio de Janeiro June 3-14, 1992

2000 Earth Charter
Independent Earth Charter Commission that was convened by Maurice Strong, 

from Canada, and Mikhail Gorbachev, from the former Soviet Union, from 1992-

2000.  
An international declaration on building a sustainable future.



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church

3.Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic

4.Secular Sources

5.20th Century Thinkers



20th Century Thinkers

Teilhard de Chardin (1881-1955)
A Jesuit French philosopher.  Once censored by the Church, he was praised by 

Pope Benedict XVI.    Footnote 53, 

Romano Guardini (1885-1968)
Italian born German Catholic priest.  Criticized the Nazis and was removed from 

teaching.  Paragraph 203 (fn 144), Footnotes 83, 87, 92, 154.

The Pope studied Guardini in 1986 while in Germany.



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church

3.Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic

4.Secular Sources

5.20th Century Thinkers

6.Science



Science

I will begin by briefly reviewing several 

aspects of the present ecological 

crisis, with the aim of drawing on the 

results of the best scientific research 
available today, letting them touch us 

deeply and provide a concrete 

foundation for the ethical and spiritual 

itinerary that follows (15). 



Unusual Sources for an Encyclical 

He has the usual, scripture, Church Documents, Saints

1.National and Regional Bishop Conference statements

2.Eastern Church

3.Eastern Mystic – Sufi Mystic

4.Secular Sources

5.20th Century Thinkers

6.Science



3. The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

The 2nd Encyclical by Pope Francis –
The first one, Lumen Fidei, 2013, was written largely by Pope Benedict and completed by Pope Francis

Unusual Sources for an Encyclical – Looking at the footnotes

Addressed to the Whole World
Pope John XXIII addressed Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) to all people of good will.





3. More than fifty years ago, with the world teetering on the brink of 

nuclear crisis, Pope Saint John XXIII wrote an Encyclical which not only 

rejected war but offered a proposal for peace. He addressed his 

message Pacem in Terris to the entire “Catholic world” and indeed 

“to all men and women of good will”. Now, faced as we are with 

global environmental deterioration, I wish to address every person 

living on this planet. In my Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I 

wrote to all the members of the Church with the aim of encouraging 

ongoing missionary renewal. In this Encyclical, I would like to enter 

into dialogue with all people about our common home.

Laudato Si’



3. The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

The 2nd Encyclical by Pope Francis –
The first one, Lumen Fidei, 2013, was written largely by Pope Benedict and completed by Pope Francis

Unusual Sources for an Encyclical – Looking at the footnotes

Addressed to the Whole World
Pope John XXIII addressed Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) to all people of good will.



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals

3.The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

4.Common Themes 



Common Themes 
Found in Paragraph 16. 

1. the intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility 

of the planet, 

2.Everything in the world is connected, 

3. the critique of new paradigms and forms of power derived 

from technology, 

4. the call to seek other ways of understanding the economy 

and progress, 

5. the value proper to each creature, 

6. the human meaning of ecology (humans right relationship with creation).

7. the need for forthright and honest debate, 

8. the serious responsibility of international and local policy, 

9. the throwaway culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle. 



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals

3.The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

4.Common Themes 

5.The Outline of the Text



The Outline of the Text
1. Introduction (1-16)

2. Chapter 1 What is happening to our Common Home (17-61)

• Presents the most recent scientific findings on the environment. 

3. Chapter 2 The Gospel of Creation (62-100)

• Using the Bible and Tradition views from a Judeo-Christian view

4. Chapter 3 The Human Roots of the Ecological Crisis (101-136)

• Analysis of the current condition, technology, anthropocentrism, limits 

of science

5. Chapter 4 Integral Ecology (137-162)

• Integral ecology as a new paradigm of justice

6. Chapter 5 – Lines of Approach and Action (163-201)

• Addresses the questions of can and must be done

7. Chapter 6 – Ecological Education and Spirituality (202-245)

• Ecological conversion that reshapes habits and behavior

8. Prayer for the Earth and Prayer for Christian in Union with Creation (246)



August 11 – Introduction

1.What is an Encyclical?

2.Catholic Social Encyclicals

3.The uniqueness of  Laudato Si’

4.Common Themes 

5.The Outline of the Text

6.Nos. 1-16



Nos. 1-16

1. Introduction (1-16)

a. Introduction (1-2)

b. Nothing in this world is indifferent to us (3-6)

c. United by the same concern (7-9)

d. Saint Francis of Assisi (10-12)

e. My appeal (13-16)



Nos. 1-2

The pope begins with the words from the Canticle of the Creature  



Introduction (1-2)

Most High, all-powerful, good Lord,

Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all blessing,

To You alone, Most High, do they belong,

and no human is worthy to mention Your name.

Praised be You, my Lord, with all Your creatures,

especially Sir Brother Sun,

Who is the day and through whom You give us light.

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendor;

and bears a likeness of You, Most High One.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,

in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind,

and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of 

weather,

through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures.



Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water,

who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire,

through whom You light the night,

and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth,

who sustains and governs us,

and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs.

Praised be You, my Lord, through those who give pardon for Your love,

and bear infirmity and tribulation.

Blessed are those who endure in peace

for by You, Most High, shall they be crowned.

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death,

from whom no one living can escape.

Woe to those who die in mortal sin.

Blessed are those whom death will find in Your most holy will,

for the second death shall do them no harm.

Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks

and serve Him with great humility.





Nos. 1-2

The pope begins with the words from the Canticle of the Creature

This sister now cries out because of the harm we have inflicted on her

Because of our irresponsible use and abuse of the goods of the earth

Humans are seeing themselves as entitled to plunder the earth at will

The violence in our hearts is reflected in the earth with its symptoms of sickness

looking at the soil, water, air and in forms of life

The earth is one of the types of poor being abandoned and maltreated



Nothing in this world is indifferent to us (3-6)

The pope sets his teaching within the Tradition of 

former pope’s teaching.

John XXIII – Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth)

Addressed to the whole world

He wishes to address every person living on this 

planet

He wishes to enter into dialogue with all people 

.

Popes’ concern for ecology found in 1971

Paul VI – Scientific advances, technical abilities, 

economic growth will turn against us if uncheck 

and without authentic social and moral progress.



The pope sets his teaching within the Tradition of former pope’s 

teaching.

Pope John Paul II – warns that people see no other meaning in 

nature than what serves for immediate use and consumption.

Call for Ecological Conversion 

No effort to safeguard the moral conditions for an authentic 

human ecology.

Human life is a gift that must be defended 

Areas – lifestyles, models of production, consumption,

structures of power.

Human development has a moral character.

Nothing in this world is indifferent to us (3-6)



The pope sets his teaching within the Tradition of former pope’s 

teaching.

Benedict XVI – Everything is one and indivisible

The natural environment and the social environment are being 

destroyed because of the evil.  The notion that there is no truth 

to govern our lives and human freedom is limitless.

The book of nature is one and indivisible – environment, 

life, sexuality, family, social relationship and so forth.

Creation is harmed when we think we have the final 

word, everything is property that we use for ourselves.

Nothing in this world is indifferent to us (3-6)



United by the same concern (7-9)

Other Groups outside the Catholic Church 

scientist, philosophers, theologians, and civic groups

Other Churches and Christian Communities find the same.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew – of the Orthodox Church

Repent of the ways we have harmed the earth

Small or great ways

Calling it a sin to destroy creation

Need for a change in humanity not just a technological change

• Replace Consumption with sacrifice

• Replace Greed with generosity

• Replace Wastefulness with sharing

• Learn to give not just give up.

• Move from what I want to what the world needs



Saint Francis of Assisi (10-12)

The Pope considers St. Francis the example of care of 

the vulnerable and ecology together.

• Joy

• Generous self-giving

• Open heartedness

• Mystic

• Pilgrim who lived simplicity

• Harmony with God

Change in attitude with result in a change of behavior #11
In nature, God speaks to us and we get a glimpse of him



My appeal (13-16)

A call to build our common home together

Thanks those who have worked toward to care for creation

Call for a new dialogue with everyone

Some good has been done but many efforts are ineffective

• Powerful opposition

• General lack of interest

These include

• Denial of the problem, 

• resignation that nothing can be done, 

• blind confidence in technical solutions

Note a quote of 

the Southern 

Africa Bishops



My appeal (13-16)

This encyclical is added to the body of the Church’s 

Social Teaching

His layout of the encyclical

• Reviewing several aspects of the crisis using the best 

scientific research of today

• Consider principles from Judeo-Christian Tradition

• GET TO THE ROOT OF THE PROBLEM NOT JUST THE 

SYMPTOMS.  EXPORE THE DEEPEST CAUSES

• Proposal for Dialogue

• Spiritual experience that will give guidelines for 

human development



Common Themes 
Found in Paragraph 16. 

1. the intimate relationship between the poor and the fragility 

of the planet, 

2.Everything in the world is connected, 

3. the critique of new paradigms and forms of power derived 

from technology, 

4. the call to seek other ways of understanding the economy 

and progress, 

5. the value proper to each creature, 

6. the human meaning of ecology (humans right relationship with creation).

7. the need for forthright and honest debate, 

8. the serious responsibility of international and local policy, 

9. the throwaway culture and the proposal of a new lifestyle. 






























